
Reports..
‘Renewed interest in the 

Leg Ulcer Forum’

Welcome to the first Leg Ulcer Forum (LUF) Annual W r ap Up (formerly known as the A n n u a l
Report) which was renamed after a competition that was won by Jane Hampton - a leading
light in Tissue Viability in London. This is your updat e ,designed to provide feedback to you of
the forums activities throughout the past year as well as provide you with information relat i n g
to key points discussed at the recent Annual General Meeting (AGM) which some of you will
not have been able to at t e n d .Also enclosed with this publication you will find a membership
renewal form and a separate voting form - please act on these now as your views do really 
c o u n t .Why not return them to our administrator at the same time!

The executive committee of the LUF is not only keen to keep you in touch with their activities
but are also keen to hear from you, ideas / feedback either through correspondence or
telephone messages via the administrator (Lynne Massey) or areas of best practice via EMAP
please submit articles / reports for consideration / inclusion in the Nursing Times Wound Care
S u p p l e m e n t ,printed in association with the LUF. W h at do you think of this ongoing
c o l l a b o r ation? Please let us know.

As Chairman of the Fo r u m ,I am very pleased to report that this year has been very productive
both in terms of the number of mailings (and enclosed information) that you have received
from us as well as the amount of work that the executive have undertaken behind the scenes.
I must, on your behalf, extend my thanks to all of them publicly through this report. I am sure
you will also agree that our administrator is both invaluable in keeping you in touch with our
activities and also represents excellent value for money as you will see from the encl o s e d
treasurersÕ report (see page 2).

During the past twelve months, there have been five formal meetings of the LUF executive -
two in London, with the others being held in Oldham, Grantham and Dudley, with an additional
London meeting being fitted into every b o dy Õs busy schedules in order for the future strat e gy
for the LUF development to be discussed and ag r e e d .Your executive is truly representative of
the needs of practitioners throughout the United Kingdom.

In addition, as well as the continued development of the All Irish A f f i l i ation of the LUF, I am
pleased to report that in June of this year the Scottish A f f i l i ation of the LUF was launched, at
another successful LUF study day held in Glasgow. Whilst we have not sought to deter other
i n t e r n ational LUF developments, I think it is fair to say that the priority this year has been to
c o n s o l i d ate the United Kingdom perspective of the LUF.

Fi n a l l y, may I encourage all of you to be active on behalf of the LUF throughout 2004. P l e a s e
e n c o u r age your friends and colleagues to join our ever growing membership if you have been
s atisfied with what we have provided to you during 2003. Your executive will continue to
recruit new corporate sponsors in order to be able to expand the activities of the LUF both
n ationally and internat i o n a l l y.

The forthcoming year looks to be an exciting one as the LUF celebrates its 10th A n n i v e r s a ry
with a Conference in London (26th March Ð London) I look forward to meeting you as a
member at one of our events during the next twelve months and to hearing from you as you
feel ap p r o p r i at e . It really is time for individuals within the LUF membership - like a fine
c h e e s e ,to mature and experience the flavour of the whole.

Cheers!

Mark Collier.

DonÕt forget to vote!
At the recent A G M ,four very strong nominations were received for the one current vacancy
on the LUF executive. It was agreed to allow the full membership a chance to vote on this
m at t e r. Your view really counts! Please return your voting form with your membership
renewal form (to validate your vote) to the administrator by the end of January. Thank you.

Leg Ulcer (UK) Affiliation Reports: Leg Ulcer Forum Scotland (LUFS)

The Leg Ulcer Forum Scotland (LUFS) was launched at the Leg Ulcer Forum UK conference in Glasgow on June 6th 2003.It was acknowledged that nurses
caring for people with leg ulcers required the support that a forum in Scotland could provide.Modules in leg ulcer care are now available at two Scottish
universities.A distance learning,web based course is available at the University of Stirling and a class based course at Glasgow Caledonian University. LUFS
supports these students and provides continuing professional development to all nurses in Scotland involved with leg ulcer care.

At the June conference,a request was made for further committee members to join the existing steering group.There are now 12 committee members of
LUFS with geographical representation of Glasgow, Lanarkshire,Edinburgh,Falkirk,Stirling,Inverness and the Western Isles.There have been four meetings of
the full committee since June,and communication with Inverness and the Western Isles is facilitated by video-link.This has proved to be a cost effective
means of communication.

LUFS have planned their first conference for Fri 27th Feb 2004.This is to be held at the Southern General Hospital,Walton Conference Suite,and details can
be obtained from J Bianchi or M Loney on 01236 712618.The theme for the conference is Òchallenges facing practitionerÕs in leg ulcer careÓand will include
management of infection,trends in allergies,injecting drug use,and managing challenging behavior.

Goals identified for 2004 are:to develop links with Skin Care Campaign Scotland (SCCS).This is a patient led group who are establishing strong links with the
Scottish Executive.Janice Bianchi,chair of LUFS,is advisor to this group.LUFS would also like to work with the Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network to
review SIGN 26 The Care of PatientÕs with Chronic Leg Ulcer.

Following the launch of the LUFS at the June conference,there was an increase in Scottish membership of the Leg Ulcer Forum (UK).Leg Ulcer Forum
Scotland intends to build on this firm foundation and to take positive steps to lead on all leg ulcer issues in Scotland.

Leg Ulcer Forum Affiliation (All Irish Group)

The all Ireland affiliation of the LUF continues to go from strength.During the past twelve months they have once again run a very successful conference Ð
this time in Portadown,with over 180 delegates from Ireland and England attending.

The theme of this yearÕs day was Management controversies of the Lower Limb.Speakers included Mr. Paul Blair, Lilian Bradley (LUF executive member),the
ever popular Martin Feely, Consultant Vascular Surgeon,and Jane Rankin a Superintendent Physiotherapist who highlighted a key message that health
professionals in Northern Ireland reflect a poor understanding of Lymphoedema and the potential patient populations Ð not unlike many other health care
professionals throughout the rest of the United Kingdom and further a field.It was interesting to read the report of a newly in post delegate from South
Wiltshire Primary Care Trust who had flown over to attend the day (published in the Leg Ulcer Forum Journal 2003).

Mainly as a result of the above educational activity, the all Ireland affiliation of the LUF currently has a healthy bank balance of over £3000.

Plans are already being made for the next conference,which is to be held in Dublin on Tuesday 18th May 2004 with a theme of ÒLeg Ulcers - The Treatment
OptionsÓ.Read the inserts to your future mailings closely for more information.

A number of the Irish LUF Members have the 10th Anniversary Conference in their diaries already, so why donÕt you come along,network and share your
experiences of how you manage patients with leg ulcers and what treatment options you have found to be successful in advance of their next conference.

E n c o u r a g e  A  F r i e n d  T o  J o i n  T o d a y
PO Box 337, Huntingdon PE28 2W8  Tel/Fax: 01480 494842

email: legulcerforum@btopenworld.com

www.legulcerforum.org

CELEBRATE THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY

OF THE LEG ULCER FORUM (UK)

ÒA FUTURE TO WORK FORÓ

Friday 26th March 2004 (09.15am onwards) London

International Speakers / Towards a consensus statement / Poster
presentations

Cost Only £50 (includes all Refreshments)         
Book early to avoid disappointment via LUF Administrator

DID YOU KNOW?)

Aurelius Cornelius Celsus,a Roman Physician,described the treatment

of ulcers with plasters and linen bandages.He also described the four
principal signs of inflammation and used antiseptics on wounds.

Is there nothing new in the management of patient  with leg ulcers?

Lynne Massey, LUF Administrator

PO Box 337,Huntingdon,PE28 2WH
Telephone:01480.494842

legulcer.forum@btopenworld.com

www.legulcerforum.org



! Irene Anderson ! Lynfa Edwards (Secretary)

! Margaret Armitage (Scottish affiliation) ! Judy Harker (WEB site)

! Lilian Bradley (Irish affiliation) ! Gill Henn

! Mark Collier (Chairperson)  ! Brenda King (Education)

! Hildegard Charles (WEB site) ! Penny Musson (Exhibition stand manager)

! Caroline Dowsett (Journal Editor) ! Christine Moffatt (President)

! One vacancy  ! (plus one commercial representative)

Nominations for the current vacancy on the LUF executive were then read out - these were Donna Challoner, Sarah Kiernan,June Jones and Kath Vowden.All

nomination forms had been supported by full members of the LUF and had been received at the LUF Administrative office by the due date.As it was agreed that

the numbers of members present was not a fully representative percentage of the total LUF membership,it was agreed that this matter be resolved through a

ballot to be completed by the end of January 2004,the result of which would be verified by an independent witness on Monday 2nd February.

Other business that was then discussed and agreed was as follows:

a)  Revising the WEB site and getting this fully functional,including the provision of links to are sponsors WEB sites for example,must be a priority for

the forthcoming year.

b)  It was important for the LUF to be represented on a steering committee that was being set up to participate with and to review information from a

National Audit Group for Nursing (Leg Ulcers)

c)  That the LUF should be involved with future meetings to discuss the possibility of forming a ÔconfederationÕ of relevant national societies (involving the

LUF, WCS,TVS and TVNA)

d)  That the LUF should respond to a request form the Nursing Standard to reflect on the development of Leg Ulcer Services etc during the past decade

e)  That the LUF should be represented on a materials management group being set up through PASA and

f)  That the proposal should be put to the AGM in December 2004 that the annual membership subscription be raised form £10 to £15.

There being no further business the meeting was closed approximately 45minutes after it had begun.See you next year!

Credits: Debts:

Sponsorship £6085 Committee travel £3046

Delegate fees (Conferences) £1320 Conference costs £7054.88

Membership fees £5400 Printing costs £700

Interest £16.16 Accommodation £870.76
Speakers fees £474.61

Admin Pay £2752.50

Admin costs (stationary etc) £3173.86

Current Balance £384.95  (with approximately a further £600 to be credited before membership renewals due).

Highlights from the Annual

General Meeting - Manchester – 5th December 2003

The Annual General Meeting was held at the Novotel,Worsley Junction 13 (M 60)

REPORT FROM THE EDUCATIONAL GROUP

The education group has been actively considering and investigating appropriate topics for educational leaflets culminating in a meeting in August to compile a
list to be approved by the full LUF executive committee.The topics discussed related to patient and staff education,service delivery, assessment and disease
specific information.

Although there have been no educational leaflets published during 2003 this has been deliberate as the emphasis has been on reflection about the type of
materials practitioners would find most useful,in what format should they be ÔpublishedÕ and generally fact finding.

The forward plan is to identify appropriate authors and consider within the executive committee and the membership both the order of ÔpublicationsÕ and the
timeframes required to achieve the same.

Renewed publication activity should recommence in earnest during 2004.Look out for these important documents! Should you have any ideas regarding the LUF
educational activities,please forward these to either one of us via the LUF Administrator. Thank you in advance.

Irene Anderson and Brenda King

REPORT ON THE LUF PARTICIPATION AT

WOUNDS UK 2003 - HARROGATE

It did not seem twelve months before the opportunity for the LUF to participate in this developing annual conference at the prestigious Harrogate International
Conference Centre arrived again in November of this year.
Following on from the success of last years stand Ð situated close to one of the eating areas Ð it was with some anticipation that I eagerly awaited to find out the
position that the stand was to be given this year. No problem,we were allocated position 4, right next to the Exhibition area entrance.

As stand manager I wanted to ensure that the LUF stand was both appealing to and worth visiting by the conference delegates.The theme this year centred
around the 10th anniversary of the LUF, with birthday banners and a table decoration of blue and white flowers.Members of the executive committee were kept
very busy for the two days of the conference that attracted a record attendance of over 850.Visitors to the stand included both members and non-members -
many of whom were interested in joining us.A great deal of interest was expressed in the LUF Stand by a number of other parties,including the RCN National
Audit Group; the NHS Purchasing and SupplyAgency; the Nursing Standard and a many other corporate enterprises.

Harrogate was obviously a very good shop window for the LUF and through this publication we would like to thank the organisers for the invitation and assistance
extended to us,in addition I would like to report that I discovered that many of the executive committee would make very good sales assistants should they ever
wish for a career change.Thanks to all of them and I look forward to seeing you when you visit the stand in 2004.I am sure that we are all going to have a very
busy year.

Penny Musson

REVIEW OF THE LEG ULCER FORUM JOURNAL 2003

This years LUF journal was a bumper edition and hopefully will act as a benchmark for future editions.The content highlighted both good examples of current
clinical practice and the review articles identified up to date information pertaining to important issues that are once again under the spotlight in the field of
Tissue Viability, namely those of wound infection versus colonization and quality of life.In addition,a review of the past ten years of innovation in leg ulcer care
demonstrated that the LUF and individual practitioners alike have made significant improvements in the delivery of care to our patients,but we must not get
complacent and need to acknowledge that the future will hold many more challenges for us which we must all work together to resolve for the benefit of our
patients.

It is with some regret that due to other work commitments I have resigned from my position as editor of the journal,a position that will be very ably filled by
Caroline Dowsett for the next and hopefully many future editions of the journal.As editor of this well respected publication,I have had the pleasure of reviewing
and commissioning articles for publication from many of you.For me the highlight has been to enable new authors to get their work into print for the very first
time! On behalf of the LUF executive committee and members may I thank all of those who have contributed towards not only the 2003 journal but also the
previous six journals for which I have been responsible.

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the importance of sending in articles for consideration for publication in the LUF journal,I am sure that a
number of you have success stories that deserve to be shared with your professional colleagues Ð do not be shy. Finally enjoy reading the LUF journal for the
next ten years and beyond.

Lynfa Edwards

Having welcomed all present,the Chairman (Mark Collier) thanked everyone

for attending and proceeded to give the ChairmanÕs report (see page one for

detail).He particularly emphasized the year of consolidation that had been

undertaken and that this was now beginning to bear fruit as the membership

numbers continued to increase and the fact that the executive committee had

p a r t i c u l a r ly been active this year.The positive contribution that the

administrator had made to the LUF was also mentioned.

The treasurerÕs report was then presented by Lynfa Edwards in the absence

of Julie Stevens who had to stay at home Ð ill (see below).Both reports were

adopted unopposed.

The executive committee was then formally re-elected for a further term of

office (two years).These are as follows:


